DIGITALEUROPE

DIGITALEUROPE welcomes the post-2020 EU budget
proposal and calls for a swift adoption

Brussels, 8 May 2018

On 2 May 2018, the European Commission has unveiled its budget proposal post-2020, the Multiannual Financial
Framework (MFF) for 2021-2027. DIGITALEUROPE welcomes the Commission’s proposal to boost the European Union’s
budget on digital innovation. Despite the UK’s withdrawal from the EU, the proposed new long-term budget will overall
allow the EU to invest more than €1 trillion between 2021-2027.

“We welcome a budget focusing on the European digital economy. The MFF’s ambition is a step in the right direction for
what is critical for the EU’s competitiveness and ability to be able to deal with difficult socio-economic issues”, declared
Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl, Director-General of DIGITALEUROPE.

“The creation of a standalone Digital Europe Programme shows Europe’s commitment to shape and support the digital
transformation with projects in crucial areas, from artificial intelligence to cybersecurity and advanced digital skills.
However, these efforts will only be effective in combination with real investments and education reform at Member State
level to produce a workforce with a wide range of skills from the most basic to the most advanced. The EU can show real
leadership through its ‘intellectual and human’ capital”, she added.

“What appears to be missing are mechanisms to fund and accelerate Europe’s aging telecommunication infrastructure.
Super-fast internet speeds in even the most remote regions will also be crucial for the future of the EU. In addition,
legislative packages at both national and EU level should follow close behind to deliver incentives for industry to
contribute financially, innovate through the creation of high growth start-ups as well as to know where to cooperate
globally on R&D”, she concluded.

Even though its expected budget is lower than the figures first suggested, Horizon Europe, the new Framework
Programme for Research & Innovation, will benefit from increased funding to support digital technologies. In the new
digital era, European citizens need to have the appropriate skills to live and work, therefore continued investment in
people, especially on upskilling and reskilling the workforce through the European Social Fund+ is also the right
approach. Finally, doubling the resources of Erasmus+ will strengthen learning mobility across the EU and contribute to
modernise education.

DIGITALEUROPE calls for a swift adoption of the MFF by the Council and the Parliament. We believe that both
institutions will defend the current budget priorities to make sure that research & innovation in ICT and investment in
digital technologies and skills remain high on the EU agenda.
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DIGITALEUROPE

ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE

DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest
IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE
wants European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and
sustain the world's best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the
development and implementation of EU policies.

DIGITALEUROPE’s members include in total over 25,000 ICT Companies in Europe represented by over 60 Corporate
Members and 38 National Trade Associations from across Europe. Our website provides further information on our
recent news and activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org

DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP

Corporate Members

Adobe, Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, Bosch, Bose, Brother, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, Epson, Ericsson, Fujitsu,
Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, Intel, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera,
Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, MasterCard, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola Solutions, MSD
Europe Inc., NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC,
Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata Consultancy Services,
Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, VMware, Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra Technologies.

National Trade Associations

Austria: 100

Belarus: INFOPARK

Belgium: AGORIA

Bulgaria: BAIT

Croatia: Croatian Chamber of
Economy

Cyprus: CITEA

Denmark: DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN
Estonia: ITL

Finland: TIF

France: AFNUM, Syntec Numérique,
Tech in France
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Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI
Greece: SEPE

Hungary: 1VSZ

Ireland: TECHNOLOGY IRELAND
Italy: Anitec-Assinform
Lithuania: INFOBALT
Luxembourg: APSI

Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR
Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE
Portugal: AGEFE

Romania: ANIS, APDETIC
Slovakia: ITAS
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Slovenia: GZS

Spain: AMETIC

Sweden: Foreningen
Teknikforetagen i Sverige,
IT&Telekomforetagen

Switzerland: SWICO

Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, ECID
Ukraine: IT UKRAINE

United Kingdom: techUK
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